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Climate Change Impacts on U.S. Agriculture

Å Increased drought conditions and 
variable water supplies 

Å Increasedheat affecting crops, 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ

Å Increasedsoil erosionŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾȅ Ǌŀƛƴ
Å Increasedpest and weedpressure in 

large part due to warmer winters
Å Increased sea level risewill impact 

coastal farms



The U.S. Continues to Lose Farmland

Å Farmland Protection is an important step we can take to combat climate change 

Å Between 2001-2016, the United States lost or compromised 2,000 acres of farmland and 
ranchland every day

Å On our current path, 18.4 million acres willbe convertedto urban and highlydeveloped(UHD) and 
low-density residential (LDR) landǳǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нлмс ŀƴŘ нлпл

Å If rural sprawl accelerates,the total couldamount to24.4 million acres

Å But if policymakers and plannersembracemore compact development, wecouldslashconversion 
by up to 55%andsave up to13.5million acres



Connecticut Snapshot

Between 2001 -2016, Connecticut lost roughly 23,000 acres of 
land to urban development or low -density residential land use 


